
CARPENTERSVILLE 
DAM REMOVAL
OCTOBER STATUS UPDATE



Low head dam constructed in late 

1830’s-1840’s

HISTORY

Dam and mill races created a power 

source for  Carpentersville’s 

developing industries

By mid 20th Century electricity 

replaced dams as the source of 

power



Ribbon Tying Ceremony  9/4/2024

2015
Grant from IDNR awarded for Fabyan Forest 

Preserve causeway & Carpentersville Dam 

removals

2019
Engineering contract for the Carpentersville Dam 

removal is awarded to V3 Companies

2020
Engineering and permitting begins

2024
First notch on the dam begins September 20

Dam demolition will be complete and out of the 

water by November 4



REMOVAL PLAN & LIMITS



REMOVAL PLAN & LIMITS



REMOVAL PLAN & LIMITS



NOTCHING
DAY

Sept. 20, 2024





Day 1 (9/20/24) 
• First notch made

Week 1 (9/23-27)
• Top 2’ of dam 

exposed

• Area behind notch 
not nicking as 
expected

• Causeway behind 
the dam is exposed

• Team begins to 
understand how the 
dam was 
constructed

TIMELINE



CHANGING CONDITIONS



CHANGING CONDITIONS



Week 2 (9/30-10/4)

TIMELINE



Week 2 – Friday 10/4

TIMELINE





Week 3 (10/7-11)

• Concrete is almost 
gone

• More Shoreline

• Mussels exposed

• Begin removal of 
causeway

• What to do with all 
the boulders?



Week 4 (10/14-18)

Week 5 (10/21-25)

• Moving along

• More shoreline as 
the drought 
continues

• Community Clean-up 
events

• Contract 
negotiations & 
change orders



Projected Water 

Surface Exhibit

• Channel appears to be 
stronger east of the 
island

• Green area:  Water 
levels before dam 
removal – New 
Shoreline

• Light Blue:  Open 
water @ 500 CFS

• Dark Blue:  Open water 
@ 1,000 CFS



Week 6 (10/28-11/1)

• Almost Gone

• November 1, begin 
Chain O’Lakes winter 
drawdown

• Never know what you’ll 
find





THANK 
YOU
• Illinois Department of Natural Resources

• Army Corp of Engineers

• Kane DuPage Soil and Water Conservation 

District

• Kane County Department of Environmental & 

Water Resources

• V3 Engineering Consultants

• RES Environmental

• Friends of the Fox River and all the Volunteers 

that have worked so hard to make this project 

a success
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